Spinning right 

14th September 2005
	A tête-à-tête with DJ Ashrafi to check why she is listed in the top Asian disc jockeys 




It's a very good scene out here (Hyderabad). But they should keep clubs open late like they do in Mumbai. 
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SHE'S THE BEST Ashrafi is touted as one of Asia's leading DJs 
Ashrafi is a tad nice name to have, but the sound engineer turned deejay rather have her work speak for her. 

Hailing from Kolkata and now rocking Mumbai with her Euro club and Bollywood remixes, where she puts her knowledge to practise, DJ Ashrafi figures in Asia's leading disc jockeys. 

Taking out time off her international and local gigs, she was in town last weekend at Bottles `n' Chimney. Alongside the deejay were divas Tejaswini Kolhapuri, Kashmira Shah and Vandana Sajnani in town with their play, plus a young crowd that added to the already chock-a-block club. And the music only got better with the passing hours. 

There were regular songs such as the clubby from Murder and rest of Bollywood flicks with longer loops and Whitney Houston in a high energy Euro Club version. 

"I make my own mixes. I specialise in Bollywood music," she says. 

"I grew up listening to Lionel Ritchie, Madonna and rest of the retro and high energy club music from the U.K. I was working at Olive Resto Bar in Mumbai and decided to get into commercial stuff," she observes. 

Ashrafi has been playing for one and a half year since, planning to cut her album of Bollywood remixes shortly. 

Rule of the thumb 

On being a successful disc jockey, "you can be as good as the guys if you get your sound right. And importantly the vibe. You are there to make people dance and not stand there as a model," she says as she lined up more Bollywood hits, those from the newer Salaam Namaste and Ashiq Banaya Aapne with revellers asking for more. 

"I would love to come back here again. Its only one hour away," she says. 

On Hyderabad as a gig destination, "it's a very good scene out here. But they should keep clubs open late like they do in Mumbai. People start going out at 12 midnight and shutting early is against the very reason of going out on a weekend," observes Ashrafi. 

For those of you who missed the hi-energy do, make sure to be there when the deejay is back in town next. 
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